
PART-6 Case Studies 
 
 
Introduction of 3 coultered seed drill for paddy so wing 
 
 Hanagal taluk receives around 1000 mm rainfall, most of which in the months from May 
through September. It is therefore a paddy growing area under drill sown condition. Hitherto, they 
were using 4 cultured seed drill with a narrow spacing between the rows. Now, we have 
introduced 3 cultured seed drill with 12” 
spacing which provides enough space 
between the rows for taking up interculture 
operations that destroy weeds. Sowing by 
this seed drill, reduces seed rate from 100 
kg/ha, followed earlier, to 40-50 kg/ha. This 
also reduces intra row spacing. This practice 
simulates to some extent SRI paddy minus 
water management. The increased aeration 
and light penetration resulted in lesser 
incidence of BPH and stem borer and 
reduced chaffiness. An increased yield of 
15-20% is generally reported.  
 
 This technology has spread in an area of 1108 ha in a matter of two years and is likely to 
go up further in this kharif.  

 
 
Water Management and Crop Planning at Upparghatta –  2006-07 
 
 Water management demonstration  was  initiated during kharif 2006-07 on hybrid maize 
covering 3.26 ha and hybrid jowar covering 7.5 ha. That year there was good rainfall initially and 
the farmers went ahead with sowing of 
sorghum and maize. Then followed a long 
dry spell of one month when crop needed 
water badly. With the good leadership 
provided by the TUG president Mr 
Veerangowda, the borewell water was 
pumped and  through existing canal 
networks was made to reach all the 
farmers fields.  That one life saving 
irrigation helped to get better yields and it 
also demonstrated how the collective 
thinking and decision taking will help the 
farming community.  
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During rabi season, the water management demonstrations were conducted on sunflower 
and groundnut crops. The farmers wanted to grow groundnut but a careful crop planning exercise 
suggested that due to less availability of water it was wise to grow sunflower in larger area. They 
planted sunflower in 10.4 ha and groundnut in just 4.0 ha. Further they economized water by 
following proper irrigation methods both in sunflower (alternate furrow) and groundnut (border 
strip with 80% cut off).  The depth of water applied in case of sunflower in demonstration plot 
was 31.57 cm where as it was 43.54 cm in case of control plot. The water use efficiency obtained 
in case of demonstration was 37.50 kg/ha-cm where as it was 17.23 kg/ha-cm in case of control 
plot.  
 
 
 
Spread of SRI paddy at Mandalgera  

 
 Mandalagera is a small 
remote village in Raichur district. 
This village was chosen for arable 
crop demonstration during the year 
2006-07 season.  Among other crops 
SRI paddy was decided to be 
demonstrated in one acre but no body 
was willing to come forward. At this 
juncture, Mr. Prabhakar Reddy, who 
was considered most lazy person in 
the village volunteered. He had lately 
stopped working in the field. When he 
started SRI paddy cultivation, his 
attitude to farming changed. He would involve himself doing various operations in the field such 
as passing cono weeder, irrigating etc. that he seldom went home. This mental transformation 
made all the villagers to wonder what had the field staff done to him! This kind of transformation 
was unique. With his deep involvement he obtained an yield of 87.50 q/ha in the demonstration 
plot.  Today he is always found in the field and advices on SRI paddy cultivation to fellow 
farmers. This achievement has opened the eyes of entire village. In the filed day the Joint Director 
of Agriculture was present and had challenged to see the crop the following season.  

 
 In the following kharif season the SRI paddy area had spread to 6.5 acres and the rabi that 
followed it had spread to 21.0 acres. Mr. Reddy in particular and the villagers in general are to be 
complimented for their effort. They have assured that during next kharif the area will increase to 
50 acres.  The cropping intensity increased to 232 per cent during 2007-08 to 212 per cent during 
the year 2008-09. 
 
 
 
 
 



 2 

Cabbage cultivation in  Meenukera in Bidar district  

 
A demonstration on cabbage was conducted during rabi 2006-07 by introducing high 

yielding Namadhari Sourabh variety.  Three 
farmers: Shivaraj Gyanappa, Maruti 
Lakkamayi and Ibrahim Janawad grew 0.4 
ha each on their farms with their regular 
variety as check.  Two farmers volunteered 
to grow it as intercrop in sugarcane. The 
results were wonderful. The entire crop of 
cabbage yielded three times more(366.67 
q/ha) compared to traditional variety and has 
recorded a net profit of Rs.50,662/ha. This 
demonstration has opened the eyes of many 
farmers and the area under cabbage is likely to increase during the ensuing season. Meenakera has 
got all the facilities to become a potential vegetable growing village because it is close to the 
national highway and has Hyderabad market.  

 
 
Success Stories of STV members:  
 
1. Smt. Kamalavva from Valageri, Hanagal taluk  was trained in IPM. During the training, she 
was attached to Yamkanmaradi in Belgaum district where 
many organic formulations are being produced in a big 
scale. Inspired by this, she started producing Dashaparani 
and is selling this product in bottles of one liter 
denomination. She charges Rs.30 per liter and produced 
1100 liters during the last year and has made a net profit of 
Rs.20,000/-. A representative from DCs of in Haveri visited 
her and examined her activities. Her activities were also 
covered by TV9 channel and telecast. Recently, Hanagal 
Municipalty has resolved to provide her a shed which will 
serve as a sales point.  
 
 
2. Mari Swamaiah  is a small farmer of Magimavinahalli, Bellary district, having 1.5 acre of land 
in the command area of Magimavinahalli big tank. He had been trained in INM under SDP. He 
produces 4-5 tons of vermicompost per year. He uses vermicompost for his land and also supplies 
to the watershed projects in the surrounding villages. Farmers from Andhrapradesh also lifted his 
stock. The sale price of vermicompost is Rs.300 to Rs.350 per quintal. He is actually involved in 
the organic farming and guides the farmers in integrated nutrient management. This rabi/summer 
season, he has grown SRI paddy and applied vermicompost to paddy field. He is an innovative 
farmer and a good resource person for the local farmers. That is what STV members are meant to 
be.  
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3. G. Ramesh: He is a farmer of Magimavinahalli, Bellary district. He was also trained in the 
INM. He is an educated farmer who is guiding the fellow farmers in the village in organic 
farming. He has started vermicompost production. He produces 3-4 tons per year and use the 
same for his land and also sell to other farmers and government schemes. He also prepares and 
uses Panchagavya and uses for vegetable crops.  
 
 
 
4. Muniyappa Naik: He is a farmer of Idapanur, Raichur 
district. He was trained in the field of farm machinery and 
equipment. He has purchased one power tiller and he is 
using it to till his own land and also giving it on hire basis  
to farmers of Idapanur and also nearby  villages. He is 
hiring for both dry lands and paddy puddling. He is 
earning about Rs.20,000 per year. 
 
 
 
 
5. Smt. Sarvamangala w/o Shankrappa, Gadhar village, Raichur district: She was trained on 
integrated nutrient management. She has produced about 4 tons of vermicompost and used for 
chilly, cotton and sunflower crops. She has reduced 50% 
of chemical fertilizers for her field and she has a plan of 
using only vermicompost for her entire 15 acres field 
under irrigation. She has applied for loan in State Bank of 
India for an amount of Rs.1.5 lakhs which has been 
sanctioned. With this amount, she has a plan of starting a 
commercial vermicompost unit. She was honoured during 
the Krishi Mela 2007 at Dharwad.  
 
 
 
6. Thimmappa, Korthkunda village, Raichur district: He was trained in accounting and book 
keeping. With his acquired knowledge, during the training he is writing accounts books for ten 
self-help groups of Korthkunda and Korvihal villages. He is getting about Rs.300 per month. In 
addition, he is taking up job work of NGOs to assess literacy and population level of the villages.  
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7. Prabhu from Hirehegdal in Kudligi taluka, Bellary district got trained in veterinary first aid. He 
is an arts graduate and was running a shamiyana business. After the STV training, he got himself 
involved in serving people. The president of TUG of his village facilitated him to get him 
attached to the Veterinary Hospital at Kudligi for some 
time.  He got further trained in treatment of animals in the 
out patient department. He has developed good skills in 
treating animals against a number of common diseases. He 
is serving not only his village but also surrounding 
villages. To facilitate his movement, he has even bought a 
motor bike. His average earnings are Rs.200 per day and is 
the most wanted man around. Similar is the story of Mr 
Jagadeesh Gantennavar of Makaravalli village, Hanagal taluka who is also trained in Veterinary 
First Aid.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


